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SEVERANCE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN LIBERIA AND 

GERMANY * 

The Secretary of State of Liberia to the German Consul at Monrovia 

May 5, 1917 
Sir, 

As the policies of a nation must always be adjusted to meet new 
conditions affecting its vital interests, as they arise from time to time, so 
the transpiring of certain events, in connection with the Great European 
war which has staggered humanity in its ruthless operations and stupen- 
dous financial output, have rendered necessary a change of Liberia's 
attitude of strict neutrality, hitherto assumed and consistently main- 
tained. I refer to the new German submarine program, drawn up by 
the Imperial German Government and put into execution on the 1st 
day of February of the present year, the detailed operations of which 
you are very well conversant with and informed. 

While Liberia has endeavored to stand aloof from a conflict, the origi- 
nal causes of which were of purely European concern and interest, 
yet the method adopted by the Imperial German Government and its 
allies to vindicate what they conceive to be their national rights and 
honor and to bring to their arms a speedy and successful victory by such 
means as the sinking of unarmed ships of their enemies and neutrals 
without warning, the bombardment of undefended towns and villages, 
and the violation of the rights of small neutral States, are such flagrant 
violations of the rules of civilized warfare as to justly create on the part 
of Liberia grave apprehensions and fears of the eventual permanent 
establishment of the doctrine of "might" over "right" in the realms 
of international relations, which doctrine, if allowed to obtain, can only 
result in the complete subjugation and elimination from the sisterhood 
of nations of all small and weak States. 

Hence the Government and people of Liberia cannot any longer, in 
their own interest, continue to view with indifference and unconcern 
the present world's cataclysm, especially since the new German sub- 
marine program seriously threatens the lives of Liberian citizens traveling 
on the high seas as passengers and crew on allied and neutral ships. 

Although Liberia is fully conscious of her utter inability to enforce, 
upon any of the belligerent nations, respect and due regard for the rights 
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and safety of her citizens, yet that fact will not deter her from protesting, 
by the most effective means at her disposal, against any attempt to 
infringe upon her sacred international rights — in spite of the veiled 
threats made by the acting Imperial German consul in his published 
statement of " war news," issued and circulated in this city, under the 
official seal of his Imperial Government on the 21st of April, to the 
effect that powers of the third and last importance will be held to strict 
accountability for all damage done to German interest, the bill for 
which will be presented and payment thereof enforced after the happy 
issues of the war. 

The Liberian Government is therefore constrained, as an earnest 
protest against the continued enforcement of the new German submarine 
program, which threatens the lives of Liberian citizens, as well as grave 
financial and economic embarrassments to the Republic, to sever 
relations with the Imperial German Government, and to revoke the 
exequatur granted to Germany's official representative at this capital. 

With assurances of my high esteem and profound respect, I have 
the honor to subscribe myself, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. D. B. King, 

Secretary of State. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE REGULATION, MANAGEMENT AND 
PROTECTION OF THE PANAMA CANAL AND THE MAINTENANCE OF ITS 

NEUTRALITY 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
No. 1871, May 23, 1917 

Whereas the United States exercises sovereignty in the land and 
waters of the Canal Zone and is responsible for the construction, opera- 
tion, maintenance, and protection of the Panama Canal : 

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby declare and proclaim the following Rules 
and Regulations for the regulation, management and protection of the 
Panama Canal and the Maintenance of its Neutrality which are in 
addition to the general "Rules and Regulations for the Operation and 



